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I was horrified by some of the stories I heard about what is ‘out there’ and which can be accessed by our girls in just two clicks 

and I will arrange for someone to come and address parents on this difficult subject next term.  In the meantime do visit 

www.thinkuknow.co.uk for some useful advice. 

It was interesting to meet overseas colleagues and to hear of the work going on in girls’ schools across the pond in America and 

closer to home in Spain.  Their challenges are not so very different from ours, with a strong emphasis on helping girls to 

redress the rather distorted media image of young women.  The work of an inspirational young woman called Jennifer Siebel 

Newsom has produced a very powerful documentary, some of which you can see on You Tube, called ‘Miss 

Representation’.  A 15+ certificate but food for thought for some of our older girls, although as one 

panelist pointed out, there is clearly an issue to be addressed with our sons also!   

The conference closed with an address from a gentleman, who shall remain nameless, who launched a 

tirade against girls’ schools.  Why aren’t we producing more female physicists, he demanded,  more 

scientists, equipping them with skills in technology, teaching them to present, debate and argue, directing 

them to the traditional masculine domains of medicine, engineering and computing. I would love him to 

come and visit St. Mary’s to see the wonderful work we do in all these areas. Our Science department in 

particular is thriving and our GCSE and A level results are excellent, due in no small part to the hard work, 

enthusiasm and support of our staff and the many additional activities and events they organise for the 

girls. 

However, it is always so nice to come ‘home’ and to come back to the Frost Fair on Saturday was just such a treat.  Thank you 

to everyone who made it possible and especially the SMA! 

Jean Ross 

Headmistress 

 

 

 


